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The Wollombi Valley is located at the south gateway to the Hunter Valley, a world-renowned 
area for premium wines.  While you might make your way to Wollombi for their exquisite 
wines, when you visit this picturesque valley you also get to experience an area that is rich in 
history, natural beauty and a strong sense of community.   

Day 1-A journey back in history 

The beginning of your journey starts with your drive to Wollombi; take a moment to set 
yourself to relaxation mode and enjoy the simple journey of getting there.  If you are coming 
from Sydney take the Peats Ridge exit via Tourist Drive 33 which takes you along the 
original Great North Road, a convict built masterpiece.  It was constructed between 1826 
and 1836 to provide an overland route from Sydney to Newcastle and the Hunter Valley. It 
was, and remains, an extraordinary feat of engineering as it traverses sandstone gorges, 
razorback ridges and towering passes.  There are many places to stop along the way to see 
the original road, stone retaining walls, pick dressed cuttings, culverts, bridges and stone cut 
drains. 

When you arrive in the village of Wollombi you will be instantly taken by its quaintness and 
unassuming beauty.  Make your first stop at the Wollombi Museum.  It is in the heart of the 
Village and is run by passionate local volunteers.  The museum was originally the old 
courthouse and has an abundance in local artifacts including the original jail cells.  However, 
the real gems of the museum are the volunteers.  If you take the time to have a chat you will 
find out about the local history that isn’t always written in the history books – like that time 
one of the residents accidently blew up the church! 

While in the Museum pick up a copy of the Village Walking Trail.  An easy one-kilometre 
walk around the Village with detailed information about the buildings, bridges, crossings and 
cemetery.  Along your walk you will quickly notice that the locals take great pride in 
maintaining and honouring the history of the area with each building beautifully restored.  
Stop and have a chat to each of the proud shop owners.  They will regale you with stories 
about the history of their building and how it and the valley has changed over time.  

Given that Wollombi means ‘meeting place of the waters’, it seems fitting to finish the 
walking tour with a drink at the tavern which is located adjacent to the Wollombi Brook.  The 
tavern is renowned for its burgers and Dr Jurd’s Jungle Juice.  It is a rite of passage for all 
visitors to try Dr Jurd’s Jungle Juice - just once.  It is reported that former publican Mel Jurd 
would offer all visitors to the pub a nip of the ‘juice’ which was made up of a mixture of the 
previous days’ half-drunk bottles.  Talk to one of the many locals at the pub and you are 
guaranteed to hear a story of that one time they drank too much Jungle Juice! 

After lunch take a tour hosted by the local Indigenous group up into Yengo National Park 
which located approximately 45 minutes from the village.  The tour guide will conduct a 
smoking ceremony and story-telling session providing insight into the history of the area and 
the people.  Yengo National Park is heritage listed and contains an astonishing wealth 
of ancient Aboriginal rock art, as well as great insights into Aboriginal history. 



While up there don’t miss the Finchley Cultural Walk.  The easy walk can be enjoyed at your 
leisure and will give you a deeper understanding and respect for one of the best Aboriginal 
sites in Australia, the Finchley Aboriginal engravings. 

Just a short drive from the Finchley Walk is the Finchley Trig.  Try to time your arrival at the 
Trig just on sunset.  The trig looks across the entire National Park and all the way up the 
Hunter Valley as far as Muswellbrook.  The views and the sunset are spectacular – don’t 
forget your champagne so you can toast the natural beauty of the area – we guarantee you 
won’t be disappointed.   

There is a campground at Finchley so you can stay the night in the National Park, or you can 
wander back down into the valley to an abundance of accommodation options; in Wollombi 
and Laguna you are spoilt for choice when it comes to accommodation.  There are free and 
paid camping grounds, homely country style accommodation, eco-friendly accommodation 
or if you want to treat yourself there is 5-star accommodation options with private spas or 
pools.  If you come in winter, you will be treated to open fireplaces and frosty mornings. Also 
make certain to take the time to wonder out at night and enjoy the enormity of stars in the 
sky.  No matter where you stay you will get the sense that the guesthouse owners want to 
you to love the Wollombi Valley as much as they do.  They have a wealth of information 
about what to do, see and most importantly where to get the best coffee in the morning! 

Day 2- The beauty of nature 

Start day two of your visit to the Wollombi Valley with breakfast at Panino’s.  Bruno and 
Victoria came to the valley to retire but quickly put their plans on hold and now run this 
boutique Italian Café.  Surrounded by the locals grabbing a morning coffee Bruno provides a 
beautiful breakfast and the best coffee in town – so he will tell you in his thick Italian accent!   

Savour breakfast as you are about to head off for a 4 hour walk up Mt Warrawalong! Now 
this is a little bit more than a casual stroll and a certain level of preparation and fitness is 
required, but it’s well worth the effort. 

The walk is within ecosystems that include warm temperate gully rainforest, with vines, 
ferns, orchid, xanthorrhoea and lichen, as well as tall eucalypts, such as turpentine, stringy 
bark, Sydney blue gum, spotted gum and black butt. 

And what makes this walk so special? 

On the 10th of May in 1770, a Thursday, Captain Cook, while sailing north, made the 
following entry in his journal.  

“In the latitude of 33deg, 2’ a little way inland is a remarkable hill that is shaped like the 
crown of a hat which we passed about 9 o’clock in the forenoon”.  

He was looking at what is now called Mt Warrawolong.  

Hopefully you’re not too worn out from the walk because it will be time to return to the little 
village of Laguna, located just 7km south of Wollombi.  Laguna boasts the original Great 
Northern Trading Post (GNTP).  The Trading Post was built in 1879 and retains much of its 
old charm but with a few modern touches.  They have a great lunch menu or light snacks, 
along with wine, coffee and beer.  Take the time to soak up the atmosphere of the place and 
if you sit for long enough you soon figure out who the locals are as their coffee or drink is 
poured before they even enter the building.  There is a genuine sense of relaxation and 
friendliness in this place that can’t be replicated.   



When you’ve finished lunch, you can check out the boutique gift store, Laguna Luxe where 
you can pick up some quirky gifts, beautiful homewares or simply a reminder of your trip to 
the Valley.  Stick your head into Gallery 33 where a group of talented local artists sell their 
wares.  Complete your visit by popping into the Laguna Village Providore where you can pick 
up locally grown food and gourmet deli delights. 

After lunch head further south of Laguna to the animal sanctuary, Where Pigs Fly.  The 
sanctuary is run by Debbie who is passionate about animal welfare.  Debbie will take you on 
a tour of the sanctuary and walk you through the ethics of farming.  All the animals have 
been rescued from an untimely end – they all have names, personalities and a story about 
how they came to live out the best years of their lives on Debbie’s farm.  Bookings are 
essential. 

Finish off your day by heading back to the Wollombi Village and a light dinner at Myrtle and 
Stone.  Justin and Kirsty, the new owners of Myrtle and Stone, always dreamed of owning a 
gin bar.  So, while they do great food and coffee, it is the G&T’s at the end of the day that 
everyone comes for.  Thursday and Friday nights, they have tapas and music by local 
musicians that come down to jam together and create a fun relaxed atmosphere for the café. 

Day 3: Wine and Art 

You don’t come to the Hunter Valley without spending at least half a day visiting the local 
vineyards.  The best way to get about is by booking a customised tour with Mel and her team 
from Grape Experience Tours.  The vineyards in the Wollombi Valley are family run boutique 
wineries and the owners are passionate about quality regional wines.  You can organise a 
charcuterie platter from Raza at the Laguna Village Providore to enjoy on a picnic blanket 
against the stunning backdrop of any of the vineyards.   

The Wollombi Valley has a rich artistic history which is on display via the numerous art 
galleries and spaces in the area.  If you time your visit to Wollombi in September, you can 
also enjoy Wollombi Sculpture Festival. The Festival was originally established by the local 
vineyards with Sculptures set amongst the vineyards but as each year passes the Festival 
has gotten bigger and better and now incorporates the local community halls and art 
galleries.  The community comes alive during the festival with over 100 locals volunteering at 
the various galleries and as tour guides.  With over 300 works of art entered, there is plenty 
to see! Outside of September, Wollombi’s Fireshed Gallery and Roadside Gallery provide 
space for local artist to exhibit.  

Finish your visit with afternoon tea at the Wollombi General Store.  The General Store as 
been the hub of the Wollombi community for generations.  Pop in for tea and cake or some 
mouth-watering gelato and while here browse the shop for local artwork, knick knacks or 
even some snacks for the drive home. 
 
There is so much to see and do but it is also a place to slow down, relax and enjoy the 
peace and quiet. When you leave the Wollombi Valley there is a sense that this place will 
stay with your forever. It isn’t just about the history or natural beauty of the area.  It is the rich 
sense of community; whether is it a friendly smile or a quick chat about your day, you’ll leave 
with the feeling that the locals are not there just to run a business but to create a lifestyle and 
a community that is envied by all that visit.   


